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Otto Liebermann (1898 — 1974)

A short biography of Dr. Otto Liebermann is giveerd to commemorate his
invaluable contribution to the solution of what wamwn during more than two centuries as
“the dolomiteproblem”.

Otto Liebermann was born on 24 November 1898 itoJ&alicia, in those days part
of Austria-Hungary, now Poland). His father Aloiange originally from Pilsen (Czech
Republic) and had started out working in the OdésfuMineraldlwerke at Ostrau (near
Halle-Saale, Germany); he subsequently went toc@aid work as a manager in the oil fields
there and eventually became Technical Director afta A.G. in Lemberg (now Lviv,
Ukraine). Eventually Alois Liebermann started deypahg oil fields in Galicia, first on his
own and then with partners.

Otto Liebermann was educated from 1904 to 1908eattementary school of Lviv,
and at theGymnasiumof Lviv from 1908 to 1914. In 1914 his parentsdaheir children
(Otto, his two brothers Karl and Arthur and histesisOlga) moved to Vienna, where on 4
May 1916 Otto graduated from tH&taatsgymnasiunBeing a citizen of Vienna, Otto
Liebermann was conscripted into the Austrian army served from 1916 to 1918. (One year
later Otto Liebermann officially became a citizeh Austria.) The end of WWI made it
possible for him to enroll at the University of Yiiea to study chemistry and physics, where
he obtained his Ph.D. on 30 October 1922. (The tiffl his dissertation waslber die
Einwirkung von Schwefelsdure auf hohere dipriméahgk@en) From 1922 to 1925 Dr. O.
Liebermann worked as a chemist at &klkehemin (Allgemeine Chemische Industrie A)G.
factory of Vienna. From 1925 to 1928 Otto Liebermamwas employed by the
Aktiengesellschaft fur Mineraldl-Industr{@rmerly David Fanto & Co), Vienna.

Otto Liebermann married Stella Schacherl in 192@; daugthers were born to them:
Eva Eugenia in 1931 and Luiza in 1933.

Otto Liebermann became involved with the familyibass in 1928 and worked as the
Managing and Technical Director of his father'sfalds in Potok (Galicia) from 1929 to
1939, and prospected for oil in the surroundingasrddis daugther Luiza now remembers
how her father became greatly interested in dolmotks because of the close association
with oil deposits.

In May 1939 the Liebermann family was able to botre last boat leaving from
Gdynia (Poland) before the outbreak of the SecoratldWar. This chilling episode has
been sketched by Otto Liebermann as follows: “Ipt&aber 1938 Austrian passports were
declared invalid and had to be exchanged for Geromams. Failure to obey would result in
deportation by the Polish Authorities. In autumn389the Germans expelled people
originating from Poland who lived in Germany ands&ia. Thereupon the Polish Authorities
made preparations to have their own back by ddiegsame and forcibly deported Austrian
and German residents. Our passports were taken, dwhyafter several days these were
returned. At the same time it was made clear tieashould leave Poland as soon as possible.

In the late winter of 1938, when the threat of dé&eon was made, a tip-off by an
acquaintance (a very old man) enabled me to hidevimoden hut in the forest, until it was
safe to return home. However this resulted in deyrleumonia which combined with my
angina made life very difficult. After much effortisas for emigration to Bolivia were
obtained and we left Poland in early June 1939 wahsit visas via England and Chile. We
were only able to take vital personal belongingd an money, as exporting money was
strictly forbidden. On arrival in England some cdizgtions developed and our departure
was delayed and the German visas almost expireflugust 1939 the visas were extended,
but the outbreak of war in September preventedieparture for Bolivia.
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During the war | had enormous difficulties to fuodr existence. In June 1940 | was
interned on the Isle of Man as an enemy alien,aasl released on medical grounds a year
later. After internment | worked in a chemical ladtory of a metal factory carrying out very
boring repetitive analytical work. At the end ofetlwar | joined the firm of Jenson and
Nicholson, who manufactured Berger paints, as earet chemist developing new paints and
varnishes for the domestic and commercial marketsok many years until we managed to
have a modest home and in 1947 | was granted Bnasionality”.

The Liebermann family lived in a house in lifords@ex), at the address mentioned in
Otto Liebermann’s 1967 paper iNature 29 de Vere Gardens, Cranbrook, llford.
Unfortunately, Otto Liebermann was not able to wb&mployment in the oil industry and
spent the years after the war until retirement waylkas Chief Chemist at a paint factory.
Only after retirement he could do what he had atwagnted to do: his own research on
dolomite.

As his daugther Luiza recalled: “29 de Vere Gardeas a large house and when my
sister and | left home my parents let the upstéra: flat, converting a small bedroom into a
kitchen. | can’t remember the exact sequence ofitevieut eventually they ceased to have
tenants and Dad took over the upstairs kitchenisdaboratory. He was completely self
financed and it was in the kitchen of 29 de Vered®as that he synthesised dolomite, the
work he had had to leave for so many years beaafube war.”

On 17 March 1974 Otto’s wife Stella died, and athisee weeks later on 6 April 1974
Otto Liebermann died in llford.
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